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As we <close out 2012 and the 40th anniversary year of th
like to take time to thank all of our supporters, volunteers, and staff who contributed r
to the success of our programs and activities this year. The overwhelmingly positive
feedback we received after the Gloria Steinem lecture on November 30th informed us
that many people in our community are deeply connected to the movement for
womends | iberation of the 60s and 70s. It

community in the process of creating their own legacies of feminist activism. The s
stories that attendees shared at the Reunion Reception made visible the profound

i mpact of the Womends Center on the |lives 0o w
the past 40 years. The theme for the 40th was Voices for Equity , which reflects our

tradition of creating space for advocates and activists to give voice to the struggles and

the successes that inform our continued pursuit of challenging oppression in all its

forms and of c¢creating a vision of gender Wo me

as a training ground and a touchstone for students, staff, and faculty who are
exploring their development as feminist activists.

Both of these events reminded us of the importance of knowing our herstory, both local
and global, and using that to inform our future activism and advocacy. These
programs facilitated an environment for us to celebrate the myriad of ways that all
who have been active at the Center have shaped who we are and the work we do today.
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40TH A NNIVERSARY C ELEBRATION

This year marks the 40th Anniversary of the UConn
to close out another decade of pushing for gender equity at the University and the world

at large. It has been a very productive and enlightening journey for staff, students and

alumni/ae, from our founding in 1972 to today. Great strides have been made in many

areas thanks to the Womend6s Center and all who ar
much safer and inclusive space for many women, and we continue to work to ensure that

the safety and inclusivity we have created withstands the test of time. We have been

brought here by many feminists before us like Gloria Steinem, who was invited to

| celebrate women and the accomplishments of the Won
Photo Credit: UConn Today 30th in the Student Union Theatre.

GLORIA S TEINEM AT UC ONN

Kathleen Holgerson introduced Gloria Steinem with quotes from community members anticipating her visit. One

administrator was enthralled by Steinemds confirmed visit

di stinction. An alumna emailed Kathl een, 0Good thing you

over Gloria Steinem.é6 Holgerson introduced Steinem and tl

ovation for her, a pioneer and a | egegnd_ i n tbho Womcgg Ri ¢

Steinem is extremely personable and charismatic; she spoke to the audience

as though we were a room full of dear friends as she celebrated our 40th

anniversary and womanhood. During the Q&A, members of the audience

expressed their personal gratitude for the strides that Steinem has made for

women across the nation, as well as for them, personally. Audience members

sat poi sed at attention, hinging on \ n a

hard -hitting points about the intersectionality of race and gender, the OBl hSe Tt r 'u (R s

successes of gender equity, and the dire need for progress. iy ¢ i t 7 Wik pi s

A point that Steinem discussed was the fact that in classrooms, and in general, people are taught more about

Europe than Africa, even though it is proven that we are all descendants of the latter. Our skin complexions are

merely the results of varying climates and natural selection. Also interesting given you could fit Europe inside the

continent of Africa several ti mes over. The audience nodd
truth wild.l set you free, but first [Pt h a

gonversaiidn nintg e problems with language and the way that we are
subconshieusly fareed to éhink about things. Steinem said the dominant word that

we use is a result of the superior group, and everything else is deemed inferior,

which is why we learn history instead of herstory. Also, certain kinds of movies
raibrosuitc .wvomen are often considered ochick fi
certain movies about men should be conside
met by resounding laughter from audience members.

Gloria Steinem went on to harder -hitting issues, such as the recently published book written by Valerie Hudson, in
partnership with others, entitled  Sex & World Peace. Steinem discussed a point brought about by Hudson which

was the idea that a odeterminant of violence within a co
religion, but determined by [the frequency of] vi ol ence
i mportant than mends but vi ol ence against women i S nor m;

intimate and normal, such as the frequency of female infanticide and sexual assault. Alongside the idea that
violence against women is cloaked and set aside as something cultural and inevitable, which it is not. Steinem
cited alarming facts from Sex and World Peace relating the incidences of violence against women to the number of
deaths caused by 9/11. The lives of women taken by violent sex crimes, female infanticide, husbands and
boyfriends are numerous, and equally as tragic as all the wars fought in the 20th century, but seen as a mere
consequence of the culture, while violence against women is a war being fought on our own soil every day.

(Continued on page 12)




DECEMBER 2012 VOICES PAGE3

H ERSTORY ,A C ONTINUED C HRONOLOGY

Time flies when youdre having fun! The Womends Center has| 40
would |Iike to take some time to highlight the successes and acco
1992-93 Establishment of Mandatory 1993-94 Rape Education Program 1994-95
Orientation Training for all incoming changes to the Violence Against First Annual
students on sexual assault and Women Prevention Program Take Our
acquaintance rape. Expanded support (VAWPP). Daughters to
groups for students, services for women of Work Day held
color, and advocacy services. on campus.
1997-98 The Men Against

. Sexual Assault Program, the
2000-01The Womenods |precursorto Men Against

Center is awarded Violence Against Women, is
Department of Justice created.

Grant to combat
violence against women
on the University
campus.

2005-06 Womenodos (
creates several new
programming initiatives

2002-03The Womendads

2001-02 Helped organize Center is awarded the including oCr A |
the first Cultural Explosion dOAdvancing thel St Ctou”},m; Ny ! é y, 0o
and Love Your Body Day Womenédé award flrom aVYOW%n rown bag .
. . Lunch Series,
Soroptimist International of

Staff Brown B

Willimantic, CT. Hosted the and 6Amon W
16t h Annual Wo/me n §°s 9 :
Health Conference with the

School of Nursing. 2006-07 Moves to the 4th

floor of the Student Union.
Yc.‘)hré) Launces 0Dondt Ca
Wmmum Your ClassoO progr

allows faculty to work with
Womends Center st
2009-10The Womenos Cle 'lpt’oﬁd'e guest lectures

sponsors a lecture by Sheryl when a faculty member is
2010-11The Womends Center XVFUDL{an’é%e_St -selling co-author of unavailable to teach.
ri mar organizer flor tih alf th n lfvagrnlr%Olglpre%sg)n
P y 9 irto Opportunity forWoreh

Constitution Day program, which
recognized the 90th anniversary of the
ratification of the 19th Amendment.

Worldwide .

]
2012-13The Womends Cent &)%%Eﬁ
celebrates their 40th Anniversary by
2011-12The Womends Cent er ,—al obfirginglofianSteinem to campus.

the other Cultural Centers, becomes a (X ) ’\/
part of the Division of Student Affairs. oA

For a complete timeline, please visit our website!

-Thomas Dickens



http://womenscenter.uconn.edu/about/herstory.php
http://womenscenter.uconn.edu/
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UC oNN S Lut Wak 2012

SlutWalk UConn __: A March to End Victim Blaming is an event held on campus to increase awareness
about sexual violence and to create a community -wide dialogue about issues such as stereotypes,
bystander empowerment, and victim blaming.
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I think 1itds a shame|that
raped, the first things people ask are:
0 What was she wearing? Wt
Was she drunk?d6 I nstead o
man raped her. We live in a society that
teaches women how to avoid getting raped,
instead of teaching men not to rape.

| attended SlutWalk for the first time this -Precious Humphrey
year, and thought it was an interesting
event. | never really thought of the
impact a woman's clothing has on the
thought process that [some] men have. |
have heard stories on TV shows of course,
but | feel like it makes a bigger difference
when you hear someone give their
testimony in person because something
like that really hits home. It helps bring
awareness to many people on campus and
should be promoted a lot more to make
sure an even bigger crowd comes so we
can continue to try to prevent as much
sexual abuse [and assault] as we can.

-Kristal Lewis

Photography by:
-Mic Johnson



http://www.slutwalkuconn.info/

